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The purpose of the CTA Spotlight for the 2016-2017 School year is to serve as 

a communication tool for community members in our district about what the staff 

members at Cole Camp R-1 are passionate about; creating a rich learning 

environment for our students and giving them all of the tools they need to 

succeed.  CTA hopes that by reading this article each week, you are able to pull from 

it information to greater assist the student in your life, as we all take part in their 

growth and development.  This week’s article is “Tips for Math Fact Memorization” 

with 5
th

 and 6
th

 Grade Math Teacher, Tonya Nelson.   

Math fact fluency is the ability to recall answers to basic math facts quickly and 

accurately without having to think for more than 1-2 seconds.  The ability to recall 

basic math facts fluently is necessary for students to attain higher-order math skills.   

Mrs. Nelson teaches 5
th

 and 6
th

 grade math.  She says that her “students MUST 

know the basic multiplication facts in order to succeed in math at this level.”  

Without the ability to retrieve facts directly or automatically, students are likely to 

experience a high load as they perform a range of complex tasks.  Accurate and 

efficient retrieval of basic math facts is critical to a student’s success in math.  

Students who cannot retrieve math facts easily get lost in the problem and often 

cannot follow the logic of an explanation given by the teacher when the problems are 

embedded in more complex problems; such as long division, algebra, operations on 

fractions, multi-digit multiplication, etc. 

Mrs. Nelson has numerous suggestions for parents looking for tips on helping 

their student with math fact memorization!   

 Make flash cards 

 “Mad Minute”—drill of repeated facts 

 Have someone orally quiz the student 

 Work on just a few facts at a time---master 

the 2’s before moving onto 3’s for example 

 Friendly Competitions 

 Games 

 Set a goal and stick to it 

 PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE every single 

day! 

 Find a song or rhyme to help 

 Post facts everywhere…at school and at 

home….post its or posters 

 


